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EIS Issue Table 1 
Port of the Americas 

  

  

EIS-1 

 

 

 

  



 

EIS Issue Table 2 
Port of the Americas 

  

EIS-1.1 EIS-1.1 Current estimates show that approximately 5.5 million 
cubic meters of sediments resulting from the dredging 
of the navigation channel would be disposed at the 
offshore Ponce ODMS. 

 

EIS-1.2  
 
 
 
 
 
EIS-1.3 

EIS-1.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EIS-1.3 

This information has been updated and clarified with 
NMFS.  A total of 97 acres of mixed mud-Halophila 
bottoms, plus 0.6 acres of mixed seagrasses and 
macroalgae, would be affected by the proposed action.  
It has been estimated that the Halophila component 
accounts for approximately 13% of the total 97-acre 
area (approx. 13 acres) 
A final draft of a wetland mitigation plan will be 
submitted to the USACE during the last week of April.  
The plan calls for the inclusion in a conservation 
easement of additional lands surrounding the parcels 
targeted for restoration that would serve as buffer 
and/or transition zones. 

EIS-1.4 
 
 
 
EIS-1.5 
 
 
 
 

 

EIS-1.4

 
EIS-1.5 

A final draft of a wetland mitigation plan has been 
developed as per RGL 02/2 and will be submitted to the 
USACE during the last week of April. 
 
Ocean disposal will be carried out as per the Site 
Management and Monitoring Plan for the Ponce Harbor 
Dredge Material Disposal Site, approved by USEPA on 
November 3, 2003.  A 5-year baseline and long-term 
water quality and monitoring plan will also be 
implemented to assess impacts on turbidity and other 
physicochemical parameters in the vicinity of the 
disposal area and the Ponce Harbor during the 
construction and operation of the proposed project. 
 



 
PERM-1.5 PERM-1.5 Water quality standards criteria for turbidity will be 

enforced as part of the proposed construction and 
operation of the Project. 

PERM-1.6 PERM-1.6 Please refer to EIS-1.3 and EIS-1.5. 
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Port of the Americas 



EIS Issue Table 4 
Port of the Americas 

  

  

  

  

 
EIS-2 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



EIS Issue Table 5 
Port of the Americas 

  

  

  

 
EIS-3 

 

 

EIS-3.1 
 
 
EIS-3.2 
 
EIS-3.3 
 

 

 

EIS-3.1 
 
 
 
 
 

EIS-3.2 
 
 

EIS-3.3 
 
 
 

Please refer to EIS-1.2 and EIS-1.3.  Also, a final draft 
of a seagrass mitigation plan will be submitted to the 
USACE during the last week of April.  The plan proposes 
the relocation of the Halophila bottoms to a nearby 
mitigation zone adjacent to Isla de Cardona and Las 
Hojitas Cay. 
The PTA will comply with the local (EQB) and federal 
(EPA) regulations concerning control of storm water 
volume and pollutant loads in runoff (SDEIS, table 1-2).  
The Site Management and Monitoring Plan for the 
Ponce Harbor ODMDS, approved by USEPA on 
November 2003, includes specific requirements on this 
issue that will be implemented during the dredging 
works. 



EIS Issue Table 6 
Port of the Americas 

  
 
 

EIS-3.4 EIS-3.4 Please refer to EIS-3.1. 
 
 

   
EIS-3.5  
 

EIS-3.5 This issue has been assessed in the DEIS as part of a 
Marine Traffic Risk Assessment included as Appendix 
AA. 

EIS-3.6 EIS-3.6 Consultation on the establishment of an additional and 
expanded mooring anchorage area for vessels, with 
adequate depth and isolated from sensitive benthic 
resources,   has been initiated with the US Coast Guard. 

EIS-3.7 EIS-3.7 Please refer to EIS-3.1. 
 
 

   

EIS-3.8 EIS-3.8 Silt curtains will be employed as described during 
construction in compliance with EQB and USEPA 
regulations.  Please refer to EIS-3.2. 

EIS-3.9 

 

EIS-3.9 Said structures will be deployed as described during 
construction in compliance with EQB and USEPA 
regulations.   

 



EIS Issue Table 7 
Port of the Americas 

  

  

 
 

 
EIS-3.10 EIS-3.10 Please refer to EIS-3.1. 

EIS-3.11 EIS-3.11 Please refer to EIS-3.3. 

EIS-3.12 EIS-3.12 Please refer to EIS-3.6. 

EIS-3.13 EIS-3.13 Most of the issues referenced in this letter were 
clarified on a meeting held on March 26 at the NMFS 
Regional Office in St. Petersburg.  The information 
resulting from this discussion will be included in the 
body of the FEIS, currently under preparation. 

 

 

  

 



EIS Issue Table 8 
Port of the Americas 

  

  

  

 
EIS-4 

 

 

EIS-4.1 EIS-4.1 Please refer to EIS-3.13. 

EIS-4.2 EIS-4.2 A cutterhead dredge will be used for the in-water 
dredging activities. 

EIS-4.3 EIS-4.3 On a NMFS communication dated April 13, 2004, 
which concluded the USACE consultation 
responsibilities under section 7 of the Endangered 
species Act for species under NOAA Fisheries purview, 
it was determined that “…the chances of the 
construction aspects of the proposed action affecting 
sea turtles are discountable”. 

EIS-4.4 EIS-4.4 On said letter, NMFS adds that“…the chances of the 
proposed action affecting species of large whales are 
discountable”. 

EIS-4.5 EIS-4.5 

  

Please refer to EIS-4.4.  On this regard, the letter also 
concludes that “…the proposed action is not expected 
to increase the chances of an interaction between 
protected whales and large cargo vessels”. 



EIS Issue Table 9 
Port of the Americas 

  
 
 

EIS-4.5 EIS-4.5 As previously mentioned, on a NMFS communication 
dated April 13, 2004, which concluded the USACE 
consultation responsibilities under section 7 of the 
Endangered species Act for species under NOAA 
Fisheries purview, it was determined that the effects 
of the proposed action on sea turtles and whales 
where discountable. 
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EIS-5 
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EIS Issue Table 12 
Port of the Americas 

  
 
 

EIS-5.1 EIS-5.1 The referenced discrepancies have been corrected in 
the body of the FEIS as per the contents of this letter. 

EIS-5.2 EIS-5.2 The inland navigation channel will have a width of 
800 ft at its widest point. 

EIS-5.3 EIS-5.3 Please refer to EIS-1.2. 

   

EIS-5.4 EIS-5.4 Please refer to EIS-3.1.  Said plan will also include 
monitoring of existing seagrass along the navigation 
channel to assess potential effects of suspended 
sediments in the greater Ponce Harbor. 

EIS-5.5 EIS-5.5 Please refer to EIS-3.2 

   

EIS-5.6 EIS-5.6 Please refer to EIS-3.3 and EIS-3.5. 

EIS-5.7 EIS-5.7 Designation of adequate additional mooring and 
offshore anchorage areas, away from sensitive 
resources, has been initiated with the US Coast Guard. 

EIS-5.8 

 

EIS-5.8 The Applicant does not agree with this opinion and will 
provide adequate monitoring and mitigation measures 
for EFH resources potentially affected by the proposed 
action.  

 



EIS Issue Table 13 
Port of the Americas 

  

  

 
 

 
EIS-5.8 EIS-5.8 This portion of the text has been corrected in the body 

FEIS to reflect that the PAA no longer proposes the 
development of facilities in Guayanilla Bay. 

   
EIS-5.9 EIS-5.9 The Applicant recognizes the ecological importance of 

wetlands and seagrass beds.  The FEIS has been 
modified to show this.  The design of the proposed 
action has gone through extensive modifications to 
avoid, and then minimize to the extent possible, 
impacts to the referenced resources.  Unavoidable 
impacts will be mitigated as determined by the 
regulatory authorities. 

EIS-5.9 EIS-5.9 This portion of the text has been corrected in the body 
FEIS to provide this additional information. 

   
EIS-5.10 EIS-5.10 This section will be expanded in the FEIS.  The 

mitigation strategy will pursue a no-net-loss of wetlands 
goal, as directed by the USACE.  Please refer to EIS-3.1 
for information o the seagrass mitigation plan. 

   
   

    



 
EIS-5.11  EIS-5.11 The body of the FEIS has been corrected to eliminate 

references to the placement of fill in the Ponce Bay.  
Please refer to EIS-1.2. 

EIS-5.12 EIS-5.12 Please refer to EIS-1.2 

   
EIS-5.13 EIS-5.13 Please refer to EIS-5.11 

   
EIS-5.14 EIS-5.14 Please refer to EIS-1.2.  The body of the FEIS has been 

modified to include this information. 

EIS-5.15 EIS-5.15 The Applicant does not agree with this claim.  Please 
refer to EIS-1.2.  In studies conducted in Cuba1 (Buesa 
1975), Halophila decipiens has been documented to 
occur at depths of 24.3 m (80 ft). 

EIS-5.16 EIS-5.16 Please refer to EIS-1.5. 

EIS-5.17 EIS-5.17 Please refer to EIS-3.6. 

   
EIS-5.18 EIS-5.18 The FEIS has been amended to specify that no future 

developments in Guayanilla are anticipated as part of 
the proposed action. 

   
   

 
 

  

                                                

 

 
EIS Issue Table 14 
Port of the Americas 

1 Source http://www.sms.si.edu/irlspec/Halop_decipi.htm .  



 
EIS-5.19 EIS-5.19 The FEIS includes a modified text to reflect the 

referenced modifications to the SMMP.  

   

EIS-5.20 EIS-5.20 Please refer to EIS-3.6.  An update on the USCG 
consultation status related to this issue will be 
included in the FEIS. 

   
EIS-5.21 EIS-5.21 Please refer to EIS-1.2.  The FEIS includes this 

updated information. 

   

EIS-5.22 EIS-5.22 The Applicant is aware of this fact and has never 
intended to use it to offset impacts to EFH or fishery 
resources.   

   
EIS-5.23 EIS-5.23 Please refer to EIS-5.14 through EIS-5.17, where 

applicable. 

EIS-5.24 EIS-5.24 Please refer to EIS-5.20. 
   
EIS-5.25 

 

EIS-5.25 

 

The Applicant does not agree with this opinion as 
the vessel traffic is anticipated to increase from one 
to three additional moorings per day.  However, a 
5-year baseline and long-term water quality and 
monitoring plan will also be implemented to assess 
impacts on turbidity and other physicochemical 
parameters in the vicinity of the disposal area and 
the Ponce Harbor during the construction and 
operation of the proposed project.    

EIS Issue Table 15 
Port of the Americas 



EIS Issue Table 16 
Port of the Americas 

  
 
 

EIS-5.26 EIS-5.26 The FEIS has been corrected accordingly. 
   
EIS-5.27 EIS-5.27 Please refer to EIS-5.10. 
  

  
 

 

EIS-5.28 EIS-5.28 Please refer to EIS-3.2. Best management practices 
for the control of runoff and contaminant loads to 
the Ponce Bay will be employed during construction 
and operation of the Project. 

   
EIS-5.29 EIS-29 Please refer to EIS-5.18. 
   

EIS-5.30 EIS-5.30 No future developments are foreseeable beyond the 
extent of the proposed action, and the dredging 
activities it entails, that would potentially impact 
fishery resources over the Ponce Harbor.  

   
EIS-5.31 EIS-5.31 Please refer to EIS-5.25. 

   
 EIS-5.32 EIS-5.32 Please refer to EIS-5.21 and EIS-5.22. 

EIS-5.33 EIS-5.33 Please refer to EIS-5.30. 
   
EIS-5.34 

 

EIS-5.34 The Applicant objects to this opinion as the 
stormwater flow increase resulting from the increase 
in impervious surface area will be adequately 
managed by drains or retention structures 
throughout the facility.  Moreover, future 
developments shall comply with the PR Planning 
Board Flood Zone Regulation and USEPA’s 
stormwater management regulations. 
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EIS-5.35 EIS-5.35 Please refer to EIS-5.10. 
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EIS-6 

 

 

EIS-6.1 
 
 
EIS-6.2 
 
 
EIS-6.3 
 
 
EIS-6.4 
 
 
EIS-6.5 
 

EIS-6.1

EIS-6.2

EIS-6.3 
 
 
 

EIS-6.4 
 
 

EIS-6.5 

A draft of a seagrass mitigation plan will be 
submitted to the USACE during the last week of 
April.  The plan proposes the relocation of the 
Halophila bottoms to a nearby mitigation zone 
adjacent to Isla de Cardona and Las Hojitas Cay.  
The PTA will comply with the local (EQB) and 
federal (EPA) regulations concerning control of 
stormwater volume and pollutant loads in runoff.   
The Site Management and Monitoring Plan for the 
Ponce Harbor Dredge Material Disposal Site 
includes specific requirements on this issue that 
will be implemented during the dredging works. 
Consultation on the establishment of an additional 
anchorage area for vessels has been initiated with 
the Coast Guard. 
The referenced issues were clarified on a meeting 
held on March 26 at the NMFS Regional Office in 
St. Petersburg.  The information resulting from this 
discussion will be included in the body of the FEIS, 
currently under preparation. Also, please refer to 
EIS-6.1. 



 
EIS-6.6 
 

EIS-6.6 Please refer to EIS-1.5. 

EIS-6.7 EIS-6.7 Please refer to EIS-6.2. 

   

EIS-6.8 EIS-6.8 Please refer to EIS-6.4. 

EIS-6.9 EIS-6.9 Please refer to EIS-1.5. 

EIS-6.10 EIS-6.10 These measures will be incorporated in the final 
design of the port facilities. 
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EIS-7 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 
EIS-8 

 

  

  

EIS-8.1 EIS-8.1

 

The issues referred to have already been clarified 
on a meeting held on March 16 at the USEPA 
Regional Office in NY.  The information resulting 
from this discussion will be included in the body 
of the FEIS, currently under preparation. 

EIS Issue Table 22 
Port of the Americas 



 
EIS-8.2 EIS-8.2 The proposed action would impact a total of 59 

acres.  The FEIS and the wetland mitigation plan 
make a distinction on how many acres will be 
filled and how many will be eliminated by the 
excavation.  For the seagrass issue, please refer 
to EIS-1.2. 
 

EIS-8.3 EIS-8.3 The FEIS includes an expanded section on the 
project concept development and progression 
towards minimizing unavoidable impacts.  Also, 
the technical justification behind the location of 
the container storage area will be provided in 
said document. 

EIS-8.4 EIS-8.4 Please refer to EIS-1.3 and EIS-8.1.   
 

   

EIS-8.5 EIS-8.5 On March 2004, a Wetland Rapid Assessment 
Procedure was carried out by the USACE with 
support from personnel from USFWS, NMFS, and 
PREQB to evaluate wetland functions at the 
proposed impact site.  For the wetland mitigation 
plan, please refer to EIS-1.2, EIS-1.3 and 
EIS-6.1.   

   

EIS-8.6 

 

EIS-8.6 The FEIS includes an expanded section on the 
analysis of the Roosevelt Roads and Mayagüez 
Harbor sites and rationale behind their dismissal 
as feasible alternatives to the proposed project. 

EIS Issue Table 23 
Port of the Americas 
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EIS-8.7 EIS-8.7 Table 2-1 will be modified to indicate that it only 
shows information on those alternatives 
discarded for additional consideration as 
potential project sites. 

   

EIS-8.8 EIS-8.8 The FEIS includes an expanded section to clarify 
the projected import-export/transshipment 
fractions.   

EIS-8.9 EIS-8.9 The FEIS includes an expanded section to 
address land-based cumulative transportation 
impacts and to further detail the internal road 
ways incorporated in the project design.  As is, 
highway PR-52 will experience the greatest 
impact from traffic generated by the PTA, though 
it would not compromise adequate service levels.  
Quantitative data supporting this fact will be 
provided in the FEIS. 

   

EIS-8.10 EIS-8.10 The FEIS includes an expanded Compliance with 
Clean Water Act Section 404(b) (1) appendix to 
address these issues. 

 

 

  



EIS Issue Table 25 
Port of the Americas 

 
 
EIS-8.11 EIS-8.11 The additional information referred herein has 

been included in the body of the FEIS as per the 
contents of this letter. 
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EIS-8.12 EIS-8.12 The correct figure is 248 acres.  This 
inconsistency will be corrected in the FEIS.  

EIS-8.13 EIS-8.13 The FEIS includes an expanded section that will 
quantitatively address this issue. 

EIS-8.14 EIS-8.14 The FEIS includes an illustration showing the 
referenced outfall. 

EIS-8.15 
 

EIS-8.15 The FEIS clarifies this issue. 

EIS-8.16 
 

EIS-8.16 Please refer to EIS-8.12. 

EIS-8.17 
 

EIS-8.17 The FEIS clarifies this issue. 

EIS-8.18 
 

EIS-8.18 Please refer to EIS-8.12. 

EIS-8.19 
 

EIS-8.19 This statement has been corrected in the FEIS to 
indicate the extent of seagrass impacts as 
described in EIS-1.2. 

EIS-8.20 
 

EIS-8.20 The FEIS text has been expanded to clarify the 
inland navigation channel construction method. 

EIS-8.21 
 

EIS-8.21 The FEIS text has been expanded to clarify these 
issues. 

EIS-8.22 
 

EIS-8.22 The FEIS text has been expanded to clarify these 
issues. 

EIS-8.23 
 

EIS-8.23 The FEIS text has been expanded to clarify these 
issues. 
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EIS-9 
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EIS-9.1 EIS-9.1 To further characterize the site in terms of cultural 
and historical resources and, as per SHPO and ICP 
request, the APA is currently conducting a Phase 
IB Archaeological Investigation at the project site.  
Copy of this assessment will be appended to the 
FEIS. 
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EIS-9.2 EIS-9.2 Please refer to EIS-9.1. 

EIS-9.3 EIS-9.3 On a letter dated April 6, 2004, SHPO determined 
that no further investigations of the wetland 
mitigation site were to be carried out. 
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EIS-10 
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EIS-11 
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